
 

         March 16, 2004 
 
 
 
Chairman Michael K. Powell and 
Commissioners Kathleen Abernathy, 
 Michael Copps, Kevin Martin and 
 Jonathan Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

Re:  Multicast Carriage (CS Docket No. 98-120)
 
Dear Chairman Powell, Commissioner Abernathy,  
Commissioner Copps, Commissioner Martin, and  
Commissioner Adelstein: 
 

We are the Chairs of the ABC, CBS and NBC television affiliates associations.  
Our associations represent some 600 local television stations.  One of our principal goals is to 
preserve the benefits of localism whether in connection with the national ownership cap, the re-
authorization of SHVIA, or digital transition issues.  The attached article from the Columbia 
Journalism Review makes clear that digital technology will enable local broadcasters to provide 
their communities with a mix of HDTV and locally-oriented multicast services that will greatly 
enhance localism.  The article goes on to point out that the major obstacle to the public’s 
receiving the benefit of these services is cable’s refusal to carry them based on its bottleneck 
power and competitive incentives. 

Our three organizations, along with our umbrella group, the Network Affiliated 
Stations Alliance (NASA), have submitted declarations or met with the FCC or both to describe 
broadcasters’ current and planned multicast programming.  We have shown that cable carriage is 
essential if these valuable multicast services are to have an opportunity to succeed.  We have also 
demonstrated that cable systems have been very reluctant to grant multicast carriage voluntarily 
and have been quite explicit in denying carriage where the service is directly competitive with 
their own service.  Moreover, a mixed HDTV/multicast program strategy may be necessary to 
local broadcasting’s future vitality in a multichannel market environment. 

  We believe the article makes a compelling case for a multicast carriage 
requirement.  What it doesn’t explain is that, in addition, there is no First Amendment downside 
to a multicast carriage requirement.  As a result of the digital transition, cable systems would not 
be further burdened by a multicast carriage requirement.  In fact, the amount of their capacity 
devoted to carriage of broadcast channels will be cut in half, and programmers unable to crack 
cable system line-ups may find new outlets for their offerings on broadcasters’ multicast  
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